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|| Magnolia Garden Club blooms for 50 years 


By BOBBIE THIBODEAUX 
The Mississippi Press 
PASCAGOULA — The fra- 
grance of fresh flowers, splash- 
es of color of the blooms, and : 
unusual containers or details of 


filled the home of Regina 
Ehlert, as she hosted the flower 
show celebrating the golden 
anniversary of the Magnolia 
Garden Guild April 28. °. 

For 50 years the guild has 
focused on flowers — growing 
them, arranging them, learn- 
ing about them and appreciat- 
ing them. 

This year Melanie Moore is 
serving its group as president. 

To commemorate this special 
anniversary, the guild had the 
flowers in each room designed 


in the style of one of the : 
decades of the past 50 years. Flower arrangements, such 


“Styles have changed over : ¥ ; : = these ders wee rt eg 
ro aasleealaa de piaal peo 2 Garden Guild were placed 
sald. Ri on sient 

_ “At one time there were rules ou : Rae thet i / throughout the house. 

for flower arrangements. We | s 3 ye ; 

had people come in to teach 

classes in the art of flower sa : L 

arranging.” 5 * : Photos by Bobbie Thibodeaux/The Mississippi Press 

eee se Shc con ae er ga Only two mother- and daughter in-law on currently belong to Magnolia 

pe ine an a Fi eat Garden Guild, and the two mothers-in-law.are both charter members. From left, are... 
’ Marcy Estabrook and her mother-in-law Thelma Mcliwain and Myrtle Heidelberg and 


lishter flowers atthe tan.” she 
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During the night the host- 
ess and her husband were 
awakened by a loud crash. 
When they went to investigate, 
they found the plant container 
had collapsed. Flowers were 
all over the floor. 

Early the next morning, the 
hostess reluctantly called the 
member who had made the 
arrangement and told her what 
happened. 

The creator came over and 
rebuilt it, finishing in time for 
the hostess to maké a last-~ 
minute run with the vacuum 
before members and guests 
arrived. 

Even buying the flowers can 
present problems. One year 
Estabrook had ordered her 
flowers well in advance, but 
when she went to pick them 
up, they were gone. Someone 
else had picked them up. She 
had to make do with whatever 
was available. 

Over the years, the guild has 
included several sets of rela- 
tives — mothers, daughters, 
sisters or other closely con- 
nected kin. 

Currently they boast one set 
of sisters and two of mothers- 
and daughters-in-law. Presi- 
dent Melanie Moore and flower 
show hostess Regina Ehlert are 
sisters. _ 

The only two founding mem- 
bers still able to attend func- 
tions have their daughters-in- 
law as members: Myrtle Hei- 
delberg and her daughter-in- 
law Susan Heidelberg and 
Thelma McIlwain and her 
daughter-in-law. Marcy 
Estabrook. 

All four of them think it’s a 
good arrangement. 

“You get to know each other 
well and make good friends 
working together on a common 
interest,” Myrtle Heidelberg 
said. 

She is the only active charter 
member who still lives in 
Pascagoula. 

Mellwain has moved to 
Fairhope, but she sometimes 
returns for events such as the 
anniversary celebration. 

Vallie Dantzler is also a char- 
ter member, but she is no 
longer able to attend. 

“If we hadn’t #-—"' 


Camille Sykes look: 
Scrapbook. 
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Photos by Bobbie Thibodeaux/The Mississippi Press 
s over the Magnolia Garden Guild 


Barbie Harkey made all the flower arrangements on the 
front porch of the Elhert home for the 50th Anniversary 


Flower Show. 


“Some members are 
very talented at arrang- 
ing flowers, and others 
are better at gardening. 
We want to have both.” 


— Marcy Estabrook 


Flower arrangements 
designed by Guild 

members were placed 
throughout the house. 


dening,” Heidelberg reflected. 
They also concentrated on 
making their surroundings 
more beautiful. 

“T remember when the hos- 
pital needed plants,” Heidel- 
berg said. : 

“We bought 19 shrubs from 
Zina McInnis to beautify the 
grounds. From time to time, 
we would take arrangements 
to the hospital. We’ve done a 
lot of civic work, like paying 
for palms to be planted from 
the Gautier Bridge,” Heidel- 
berg said. 

“Every year we went out and 
fertilized and took care of 
them. We did that until the 
state removed them to widen 


aie, wae 


WEDNE 


Sisters Regina Ehlert, left, and 
Elhert’s front porch during the flc 
the 50th anniversary of the Magr 
Ehlert hosted the flower show, al 
the club. 
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Community news . 7" ae 


Pascagoula Rotarians 
install new president 

Mike Heidelberg has been installed 
as president of Pascagoula Rotary 
Club for 1991-92. 

Other officers include Carl Nulta, 
vice president and president-elect; 
Pat Wilson, secretary; Aubrey 
Boutwell, treasurer; and directors 
Vincent Castigliola Jr., Jimmy 
Colmer, John T. Lockard, Brett 
Williams and outgoing president John 
Banahan. ; 

Long-time Rotarian William R. 
Guest Jr. installed the officers at last 
Wednesday's Ladies Day program. 

Heidelberg, who has been a 


Rotarian since 1973, is serving his” 


second term as president. He was 
president in 1976-77, and Nulta was 
vice president that year. 

A local Realtor, Heidelberg is a 
graduate of the University of 
Southern Mississippi. He is a past 
president of the Jackson County 
Board of Realtors, and served as 
chairman of the Professional Stan- 
dards Committee of the Mississippi 
Association of Realtors. 

Outgoing officers were presented 
plaques and pins by outgoing presi- 
dent Banahan. Included were 
Heidelberg, cited for his service as 
vice president; secretary Wilson, 
treasurer Boutwell and directors 
Chuck Bridley, Jimmy Colmer, Doug 
Fontaine, Carl Nulta and Gary 


Mike Heidelberg 


President 


Roberts. 

Dr. Perry Thompson was given a 
standing ovation after he received an 
award for 50 years of perfect 
attendance in the club. i 
. Others cited for perfect attendance 
included Judge Clinton Lockard, 29 
years; Bill Guest, 25 years; Dr. Bill 
Overstreet and Judge Bill Jones, 24 
years; Tom Habeeb, 15 years; 
Tommy Meek, six years; Ted Battley 
and Mike Heidelberg, four years; Phil 
Huffman and Dick Paul, three years. 
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right choice 
for Heidelberg 


As a retiree, 
he expresses 
opinions freely 


By DON BROADUS 
Mississippi Press Staff 

When W.B. “Willie’’ Her- 
ring offered a job to H.P. 
Heidelberg as a file clerk at 
the Pascagoula National 
Bank in 1937, Heidelberg left 
Perkinston Junior College to 
accept the position. 

He made the right choice. 
When Heidelberg retired 48 
years later, he was president 
of the Pascagoula-Moss Point 
Bank (formerly Pascagoula 
National) and had held vir- 
tually every position in the 
bank which experienced | tre- 
mendous growth during’ the 
half century. 

“When I started working at 
the bank, it had about a 
million dollars in deposits 
and two locations,’ Heidel- 
berg said. ‘“When I retired, it 
had $140 million in deposits 
and 11 locations.” 

Heidelberg was only the 
third president of the bank, 
which was the largest bank- 
ing institute in Jackson 


County. Herring, who former-: 


ly owned the Chronicle, the 
Pascagoula newspaper which 
he sold to Edson King and Ira 
Harkey, was the bank’s 
second president and Her- 
ring’s father, Hardy C. Her- 
ring, was the bank’s first 
president. 


With the exception of 


almost three years (1943- 
1946), Heidelberg spent his 
entire working life in the 
bank. Even his Navy career 
was flavored with banking. 
The Navy paymaster at 
Pensacola Naval Air Station, 
who was in charge of paying 
50,000 to 60,000 men every two 
weeks, was in deep trouble, 
having come up some $12,000 
short over a period of time. 
The paymaster was personal- 
ly responsible for the 
shortage and ‘‘he put out 
word that he wanted anyone 
who ever smelled the inside 
of a bank,” Heidelberg said. 
Heidelberg was among the 
half dozen young men with 
banking experience who were 
assigned the duty. They soon 
discovered where the 
shortages originated and 
corrected the problem. 


‘“‘We paid in cash: 


hundreds of locations se f" 


seven airfields so the men 


wouldn't have to wait in line. 


long,” Heidelberg said. 


“It was a big operation. We, : 
had 70 to 80 enlisted men, six — 


or seven officers and about 
100 female civil service 
personnel in our section.” 


‘The least 
government is the | 
best government. 


The bigger the 
operation, the less 
efficient it 
becomes.’ 


He spent his entire Navy 
career at Pensacola, and 
after his discharge, Heidel- 
berg returned to the 


FORMER BANKER H.-P. Hekieioare “adWie Myrtle enjoy retired life. 


a 


Staff Photo/Jerrv Moulder 


_ Pascagoula-Mess Point Bank 
* where he worked until his 
retirement in 1985. 

A native of Pascagoula, 
Heidelberg i is the son of H.P 
Heidelberg Sr., who was the 
first judge of the 19th Chan- 
eery Court District. His 
father was a native of Jasper 


County and practiced law in 


Leakesville before moving 
his practice to-Pascagoula. 
Heidelberg is married to 
the former Myrtle Henley of 
Pascagoula and they have 


. twe sons, Patrick Heidelberg, 


who owns and operates Quick 
.. Finance Company in Pasca- 
 goula, and Michael, who has 


~~ a local real estate business. 


Although reared in the 
Methodist Church, 
Heidelberg said he now at- 
tends First Baptist Church of 
Paseagoula with his wife, 


_who was brought up as a 


See HEIDELBERG. Page 3-A > 
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3aptist. 

“T used to belong to the 
=xchange Club and the Kiwanis 
slub,”’ Heidelberg said. ‘‘I don’t 
yelong to the Rotary. They don’t 
lo anything except eat.” 

‘“‘T enjoy retirement,’’ 
jeidelberg, 73, said. ‘‘I have 
allen into a routine. I have 
‘everal regular stops I make 
‘very day. I visit my son's 
yusinesses and run errands for 
hem.” 

Among the stops Heidel- 
verg makes daily is Gulf Coast 
Jrugs on Market Street where 
.e and several other retired and 
emi-retired persons sit down to 
‘offee and long discussions on 
he world’s problems, among 
ther things. 

Always highly opinionated, 
leidelberg said he had to bite his 
ip many times when he was a 
ianker ‘‘because I did business 
vith them,”’ but as a retiree he is 

ble to express his opinions 
reely. 


IGH SCHOOL GRID STAR — H.P. 
eidelberg, former president of the 
ascagoula-Moss Point Bank, 
arred aS an end on Pascagoula 
igh School football teams in 1935 
1d 1936 when the team won more 
an 20 games. The Panthers played 
r the state championship in 1936, 
Jt Heidelberg had to sit out that 
2ar with an injury. 

ee 
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Subjects broached by Hei- 
delberg range from the interna- 
tional to the local level and 
hardly anyone is spared. 

They include: 

@ The nation lacks the moral 
fiber to again’ with- 
stand a major crisis such as 
World War II. 

® It's tragic that elected 
officials don’t represent the 
people who elected them. Their 
main interest is raising money to 
get re-elected. ‘‘It’s become a 
money race. Any- 
one who can raise enough money 
can get elected to any office. 
Public servants have become 
career politicians.” 

® Local taxes are too high. 
‘“‘The only year I didn’t pay 
property taxes was the year 
after I became 65 and the year 
before statewide reappraisal.’’ 
(Persons 65 years old and order 
are exempt from property tax on 
their homes valued up to 
$50,000.) 

@ Metro government is not 
the answer to lower taxes. ‘‘The 
least government is the best 
government. The bigger the 
operation, the less efficient it 
becomes. There are too many 
layers of taxation. We need to 
get rid of most of them. 

® ‘‘Too much land has been 
removed from the tax rolls in 
Jackson County: the wildlife 
refuges, the crane refuge. Now 
they will have to remove the 
wetlands and that will shift more 
taxes on homeowners. If I were 
40 years old, I’d have to consider 
moving out of Jackson County.” 

® “TI started working at the 
bank for $2 a day,” Heidelberg 
said. ‘‘I was making $75 a 
months three years later when I 
got married. My wife and I took 
a trip to New York and came 
home with money. Can you do 
that today? When was I better 
off?” 


| 


| 
ae 
i 


a 


HEIDELBERG FAMILY — This picture, taken in the 1950s, shows forme 
banker H.P. Heidelberg with his family, Mike (left), wife, Myrtle, and Pa’ 
ea a ka et cas ale A el as Na EE ed 
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oe Gene 5 Marth 
“Randall. Denny 
Betie Kell and: Johnsie Kell _- 
. Ameelia. seen amiassea at ane an= 
» Amelia Pickett, .--~- fetal 
es ‘yooue™ Davis 


ae “Pages 
Flower Girl 
. Ring Bearer. 
Flower; oy 


Blizabeth’ Dean. 
Eleanor ee 


. Evelyn: Dean 
_Alda Ross-> Sey? ‘Everett: Sterling’ 
Ione Gentys” bee " Charlie Hunt: berger 
-Helen Davis. * | - oe : Walter eee : 
M’Lisse Paquette. 
Grace Walker 
: Virginia Hendrix se ae “3 
~ Trene. Sterling ans oe 
=" “ Janelle Heidel oe « “2 -Robert Wilcox: 
es | Rannie Mei ~ - Marion Haw sshead™- 
“ Rennie MenwAly Ss e - R. B. Mcliwain. . 
ai... Mark Alice Sparkman - . . Geo. Soderstrom 


...  -Genevieve Morris a Everitt: Tone™ 
: Minister, J. D.Crane~ 


Guests at the Wedding 


_ Mangarite Pickett; Grace Farragut,. Annie Kell; 

: Wren: Chisholn, Myra. Chenowith, i: 

> Wilma Freeman, Mary. Nelson, Fannie Peterson 

* Ea Pierce, Rowena. Long, Lula. B. Humphreys 
gillian Humphreys, : areerey Glen Fox, 


Between’ ‘Acts. Pane 


"Vocal Solo by Amelia Pickett eS 
Fairy Taber ie by. Misses: Jackson. and Tat 


Island ~ 


Piano Solo Seneca Mise’ Edith Gowda? 
DONE, sot eosSte ee ..---- Miss Eddieth: Norris’ 
Reading. 2. ems Miss, Ollie Ford. 
SOUS tah Secccscncwamasd --------~ Mr. R. Despeaux - 
Song ap<n----2-----------! Miss Leona. Nelson’ 
Piano, Solo... 22-2. -.- ee Elizabeth Gordon x 
SONG, 2 Senn Miss HazeiChidsey* ~° : 
« Quartette —J. Chipman; M. “Hantiby’ Ey. hein ae 
Fs » ger, H. Cunningham: pea es. 4 
Chores! solotit Seder enacts “Miss, peke he Alley ss tl 


*- + Misses Allen, Annette Alley, Odette Alley, Farragut 
=>. Everitt, Henriques, Mary Bratton, Isabel Bratton, 
Chidsey, Lloyd, Ford, Nelson, Gordon aud lNorris. 4 


. Messrs. Goetzinger, Despeaux, Lloyd, Smith, Hunt- 
‘ey, Cunningham, Chipman, Duhois, Hollister : 
Smith, Blair and Farnsworth. gy OS 
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HOLDER-WELLS 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
Serving Your Family. 
We Offer 
Prearranged Services 


and Vault Plans 
4007 Main St. Moss Point 
475-2112 


HEIDELBERG | 
Mrs. Agnes Marguerite 


Heidelberg, a native of Moss | 
Point died May, 15, 1997 in 
Pascagoula, Miss. Mrs. Hei- 
delberg was a charter member 
of Moss Point Womans Club 
and Moss Point Garden Club, | 
which she was instrumental in 
organizing. A life long member , 
of Moss Point First Baptist) 
Church and member of the: 
Gleaners Sunday School class, 
and a member of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy.) 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband, J.L. Heidelberg, 
Sr. November 7, 1988. 
Surviving relatives are tere 
sons, J.L. Heidelberg, Jr., 
Jackson, Miss., and Wayne| 
Christian Heidelberg, 
Memphis, Tenn.; one grand-; 
son, Frederick Wayne Heidel- 
berg; one brother-in-law, H.P. | 
Heidelberg, Jr., Pascagoula; 
five sisters-in-law, Janelle Pel- | 


ham, Polly Blackwell, Myrtle , 


Heidelberg, Margaret Heidel- 
berg and Lillian Heidelberg, all 


- of Pascagoula; numerous niec- 


es and nephews. 

Visitation will be Friday, | 
May 16, 1997 from 6:00 until 
8:00 p.m. at Holder-Wells Fu- 
neral Home. 

Funeral service will be Sat- 
urday, May 17, 1997 at 11:30 
a.m. from e funeral home chap- 
el with Dr. Adrian Pater and 
the Rev. Warren Langworthy 
officiating. 

Interment will be in Machpe- 
lah Cemetery. 

Active pallbearers will be 
Warren Lennep, Jimmy Grafe, 
John Peters, Ron Baur, Ross 
Lety and Claude Bilbo. 

Honorary pallbearers will be 
E.G. Wood, Dr. Clyde Gunn, 
Art. Schmidt, Joe Brown, Cha- . 
rles Barber and Norris ane ; 
gard. 

Arrangements by Holder- 
Wells Funeral Home, Moss 
Point, Miss. 


Twarar 
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' HEIDELBERG 
John Lundie Heidelberg, 
dr., 55, of Pass Christian, h 

- Miss., died Tuesday, May 20, A 

C 


‘Wednesday, May 21, 1997 a 


Ht tecletdherg 


“ona a 


bs MiISssISs 


1997 in Pascagoula, Miss. He | 
was a native of Moss Point, .da 
Miss., a former oil and gas *\ 
Landman and tile examiner for Co. 
various companies in the Jack- dr¢ 
son, Miss. area. He was a 
graduate of the University of I 
Southern Mississippi and the = 
Jackson School of Law. He F 
was preceded in death by his | : 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. J.L. ‘ag 
Heidelberg, and Agnes Heidel- ma 
berg of Moss Point, Miss. .. - #44 
Survivors include his wife, .8UJ 
Audrey Ladner Heidelberg; *h¢ 
son, Frederic Wayne Heidel- ‘ 
berg; two daughters, Shelley T... th 
Ladner and Michele D. Ladn- *¢) 
er, all of Pass Christian; one-. ¢ 
brother, Wayne C. Heidelberg, |; 
Memphis, Tenn. ¢ 
Visitation was held May 20, “oi 
1997 from 6:00 until 10:00 ey 
p.m. at Riemann Funeral t 
Home, Highway 90, Bay St. Af 
Louis, Miss. se 
Funeral service will be held ‘es 


11:00 a.m. from the funeral 
home chapel. ee 

Arrangements by Riemann 
Funeral Home, wed St. Louis, 42 
Miss. 8 


Annan 
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Pelham, 91, of Pascagoula, 
Miss., died Saturday, March > 
2, 2002, in Gautier. She was | 
born Jan. 11, 1911, in: 
Leakesville, Miss. Mrs. Pel- | 
ham was a former school 
teacher with the Pascagoula 
School System. She was a 
graduate of Perkinston Junior | 
College and the University of . 
Southern Mississippi. She | 
was an active member of ; 
many civic organizations and /) 
Garden Clubs, and a member ; 
of First United Methodist }. . 
Church of Pascagoula. She | 
was a devoted caregiver to | 
her mother for many years 
“Mrs. Pelham was preceded 
in death by her husband, Mr. 
A.M. “Bud” Pelham, father 
and mother, Judge H.P. and 
Kate Heidelberg, Sr., and four 
brothers, Calvin Heidelberg, | 
Lundy Heidelberg, Terrel Hei- 
delberg, and H. P. Hrinelberg; ; 
Jr. ons a 
‘She is “survived i a son |. 
ad daughter-in-law, Jim and 
; Dot Pelham of Spanish Fort, | 
; daughter, Susie Stew- 
be tof Pascagoula; sister, Mrs. 
Ann Blackwell of Pascagoula; |” 
grandchildren, Sherri and | 


‘Greg Clemens of Virginia 
Beach, Va., Jamie Pelham of § 
Spanish Fort, Ala., Mike | 
Stewart of Escatawpa, Tim 
and Melissa Stewart of 
Pascagoula, Kim and Rick 
Hollomon of Tampa, Fla., Alli- 
son and Steve Sherrer of 
Dothan, Ala.; and 12 great 
“grandchildren. 
- Visitation will be held on 
Wednesday, March 6, from 9 
until 11 a.m., at Holder-Wells 
Funeral Home in Moss Point. 
* Funeral services will follow 
at ‘11 a.m. from the funeral 
home chapel with the Rev. 
Gary Knight and the Rev. 
Robert Kates officiating. 


: Cocrment will be in Jackson 
(i “~ | Patcaeealg re 
4 - In lieu of 4 ip 
ly pref, Owers, the fami- . 
heat donations be made 


zheimer’ a Agsacia- 
D esiei, 1900 Dun- 
ike Suite Inter- 
Call (800) 497. =" oe 39216. 4 
Wel Boneral by Holder- F 
Point, Mi, — Home, Moss ad 


tion of Mi 
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-{ HEIDELBERG 
Mr. Hinkle Patton (Pat) 
Heidelberg, Jr., 81, died Sun- 
day, August 8, 1999 in Pasca- : 
goula, Miss. Mr. Heidelberg 
was a lifelong resident of Pas- 
cagoula, having graduated as 
salutatorian and president of 
his 1936 class. He attended_., 
Perkinston Junior College, but 
left to accept a bookkeeping po- 
sition with Pascagoula-Moss 
Point Bank in 1937. He served | 
the bank for 48 years, and as 
President from 1961 until his | 
retirement in 1985. He served | 
in the U.S. Navy during World ' 
War IJ. Mr. Heidelberg was ac- 
tive in the Exchange Club and | 
president of the Kiwanis Club. 
He served as president of Jun- 
ior Bankers Association and. 
Mississippi Bankers Associa- | 
tion and served on the board of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of | 
Atlanta. He was a graduate of | 
the LSU School of Banking. He | 
was preceded in death by his” 
parents, H.P. Heidelberg, Sr. 
and Kate Lundie. Heidelberg; : 
and three brothers, John Lun- 
die Heidelberg, Terrell Heidel- 
berg and Calvin Heidelberg: 
Survivors include his wife of: 
59 years, Myrtle Henley Hei- | 
delberg; two sons and daugh- 
_—-ters-in-law, H-P- TIT and Edna’ 
Heidelberg, Michael J. and | 
Susan Heidelberg;-five grand- 
children; one great grandchild; 
and two sisters, Mrs. A. M. Pel- 
ham and Mrs. Ann Blackwell. 
Visitation will be Tuesday, ° 
August 10, 1999, from 9:00 , 
a.m.-11:00 a.m. at O’Bryant- 
O'Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca- © 
goula, Miss. 
Funeral service will follow at 
11:00 a.m. at O’Bryant-O’Keefe 
Funeral Home, Pascagoula, 
Miss. \, 
Interment will be at Machpe- — 
lah Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers, the family 
prefers donations to be made to ' 
the American Cancer Society 
or First Baptist Church of Pas- 
cagoula. 
Arrangements by O’Bryant- 
' O’Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca- 
goula, Miss. 
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-HEIDELBERG - 

James Calvin (Monk) Heidel- 

. berg, aged 50, died Sunday in 
; Singing River Hospital where he’ 
had been confined one day. Mr* 

Heidelberg had been in ill health 
for some time. Born October 18%, 
* fie ; 


’ will be this evenitig at'8 p.m’ 
Funeral‘ services will be. Tues: : 
day at 10 a.m. from the funeral 
home chapel. Intermerit will be 2 
in Machpelah: Cemetery. 
0’ Bryant-O'Keefe, era id 
in charge: F a 
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